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NJ Statewide Assessments

• As a result of the No Child Left Behind Act, New Jersey’s 
statewide assessment of students changed in 2003.

• Students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 take the NJ Assessment of Skills and 
Knowledge (ASK) and students in grade 11 take the High School Proficiency 
Assessment (HSPA). Students are scored as proficient, advanced proficient 
or partially proficient.

• These assessments are grounded in the state’s core curriculum content 
standards, and are designed to assess students’ critical thinking skills in two 
fundamental areas: Language Arts Literacy (LAL) and Mathematics. 
Students at grade 4 and 8 are also assessed in science, but science results 
are not considered for NCLB reporting. 

• In 2010 an end-of-course assessment was operational for Biology for high 
school students to replace the HSPA science assessment, and an end-of-
course assessment in Algebra I was field-tested. At this time, students will 
still take the HSPA mathematics assessment. 



AYP – Adequate Yearly Progress
• NCLB requires all schools to demonstrate AYP for its total 

population and for all sub-groups. 

• AYP is measured by the percentage of sub-group students 
deemed proficient or advanced proficient on a state test. 

• In New Jersey, a school sub-group must include 30 
students for AYP determination.

• A school fails to make AYP if ANY significant sub-group 
falls below the established proficiency target.

• A 10% reduction in the number of students scoring partially 
proficient from the previous year (total population or a sub-
group) places a school in AYP Safe Harbor 



Sub-Groups include:
• Total school population: general education, 

special education, Limited English proficient 
• Gender: male/female 
• Migrant status 
• Ethnicity: white, black or African American, Asian, Native 

Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, Hispanic or Latino, 
American Indian or Alaska Native, other

• Economic Status: Disadvantaged/Non - Disadvantaged

The percent proficient benchmark target 
increased significantly for 2011-2013



NJ State Benchmarks for Adequate Yearly Progress
Incremental Increases in Expectations – Effective Nov. 2009

Starting 
Pt. 2003

2005-
2007

2008-
2010

2011-
2013 2014

LAL
Gr. 3-5 68 75 59 79 100
Gr. 6-8 58 66 72 86 100
Gr. 11 73 79 85 92 100
MATH
Gr. 3-5 53 62 66 83 100
Gr. 6-8 39 49 61 80 100
Gr. 11 55 64 74 86 100



Current News – NCLB & NJ

• NJ has applied for waivers to NCLB
• Implementation of the Common Core 

Standards  for LA K-12 and Math K-2 
and 9-12 is due September 2012 

• NJ Assessments will gradually move from 
alignment with NJCCCS to Common Core 
from 2012- 2015



AYP Results 2010-2011 

• Haddonfield Memorial High School, Central 
Elementary School, and Elizabeth Haddon 
Elementary School made AYP based on the 
2011-2013 increased benchmarks

• For the first time, the following Sub-Groups did 
not make AYP
– Tatem Elementary School Special Education 

Sub-Group in Mathematics
– Haddonfield Middle School Special Education 

Sub-Groups in Language Arts & Mathematics



DFG – District Factor Groups
• NJ classifies all school districts by District Factor 

Group associated with the Socio-Economic 
Status (SES) of the community

• Haddonfield is a “J” district – other K-12 “J” 
districts include Bernards, Glen Rock, Millburn, 
Montgomery, Mountain Lakes, Ridgewood, 
School District of the Chathams, and West-
Windsor-Plainsboro 

• Most “J” districts had sub-groups that did not 
make AYP in 2010-2011



NJ ASK 2011 
Comparative Results 

Comparing Haddonfield’s success 
rate for the 2011 cohorts of students 
in grade 5, grade 8 and grade 11 to 
statewide and DFG “J” total student 
performance



NJ ASK Gr. 5 Cohort Performance
2009-2011% Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK Gr. 8 Cohort Performance
2009-2011 % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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Grade 11 Cohort - NJASK 2008/HSPA 2011
Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics

Total Students % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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Success Rates for 
NJ ASK 3-8/HSPA

Results by grade levels for state, DFG “J” 
districts, and Haddonfield proficient and 

advanced proficient (pass rates) for the total 
population of students assessed with the 

NJ ASK and HSPA Spring 2011



NJ ASK 3-4-5 Language Arts 2011
Total Students % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK 3-4-5 Mathematics 2011
Total Students % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK 6-7-8 Language Arts 2011
Total Students % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK 6-7-8 Mathematics 2011
Total Students % Proficient/Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK 3-8 and HSPA 
Mean Score Performance

Comparisons of state, DFG, district and school 
mean score performance for:
 Total group of students assessed
 General Education students
 Special Education students



3rd Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- Total Student Population
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3rd Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- General Education
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3rd Grade NJ ASK 2011
Scale Score Mean- Special Education
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4th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean – Total Student Population
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4th Grade NJ ASK 2011
Scale Score Mean - General Education
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4th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean – Special Education
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5th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean-Total Student Population

180
190
200
210
220
230
240
250
260
270

Language Arts Mathematics

State

J Districts

Haddonfield



5th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- General Education
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5th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- Special Education
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6th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean-Total Student Population

180

190

200

210

220

230

240

250

260

Language Arts Mathematics

State

J Districts

HMS



6th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- General Education
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6th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean- Special Education
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7th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean - Total Population
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7th Grade NJ ASK 2011
Scale Score Mean- General Education
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7th Grade NJ ASK 2011
Scale Score Mean - Special Education
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8th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean –Total Student Population
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8th Grade NJ ASK 2011 
Scale Score Mean - General Ed.
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8th Grade NJ ASK 2011
Scale Score Mean - Special Ed
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11th Grade HSPA 2011 
Scale Score Mean –Total Student Population
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11th Grade HSPA 2011 
Scale Score Mean – General Education
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Scale Score Mean – Special Education
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Additional Important 
DFG Comparisons

• What is our Advanced Proficient rate as 
compared to other “J” Districts?

• What are our pass rates (total proficient and 
advanced proficient) for Special Education as 
compared to other “J” Districts?



3rd Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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4th Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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5th Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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6th Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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7th Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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8th Grade NJ ASK 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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11th Grade HSPA 2011 – Total Students
Percent Advanced Proficient
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NJ ASK/HSPA 2011  
Special Education Results

State, DFG, district and building results 
by grade levels - proficient and advanced 
proficient (pass rate) percentages for 
Special Education students



3rd Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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4th Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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5th Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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6th Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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7th Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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8th Grade – NJ ASK Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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11th Grade – HSPA Percent Passing 
Special Education Students 2011
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